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OVER THE RAWBOW
While many hotels declare themselves family friendly, it's not always the case.
-■jjere&rejmtrQfthe best places to visit inlreland where iheyeUow brick

wad rises to meet both parents and children. By Claire O'Mahony
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'Howdeepisit?'weaskedDonald,theDelphi - » nvW- kw,.-- - EUiffißflE 2?™? -"methtog foreveryone' is oneof
Mountainßesortinstructor.aswetentatively fl—fl— -. - / *33grWJSi, nTlffiiMlME I tho^ imtating phra^stW rarely holds up
, ,~r ... ;nM „ft, n fio PJnnranWJMMPAnBB] nnnnnnnnnßnnnanar^nnnn\^^r*lnMllfiajni|M|m under close scrutiny but in the case ofkayaked around the epic watenness that is jf^^FmmniJß-B ■fJflJflflflMflflflflfl fIS-dUIUMUIj-fll p.,1™.,™. Resort it's actually true It hasHilary Fiord. "As deep as the mountains are BlffMaTMrainnnl BEnWanTwAEan^BaKT nWlTlTitfffßHlWrjnnl ijrknasnia Kesort, it s actually true, it has

MMMffillffl BBBlllJl^ff^HMHTr^ KHHBBE scenery, it has the subtopicad

Scottish burr. Just the sort ofcoSiment to MIMIHiIBWiI rS™^" 1*^ ". """.J ItSIIEHBI vegetahon it has the spa, it has the
Spthekidsenthralledandtheparents B&Su9ByEBI &&k l**?*~r ~ -■ ll^.ITOlB "■"»'"■"

amused,wWch pretty much suni up what M$i|llHfllLllflBa^ . -a,- -- ~> BFMMoEnI *"™™™^
A

'»^™™Delphi, toLeenme, CoGalway, is all about. mm^B^^ m^^±^_f^. . 1 ffl 1 Wflfll <J^'J^ sadn ™ber 0 f a f™ l?« !s fSetVithin4ooacr;sofConnemaraforest,HSSffißEflflJßflflflflflflflflß|B^^ don t tmd some eler^rts to ew here,
justashortdrtvefromoneoftheworld's MiriliimlW Sp^™, d< f d '£f ° f^ 1S

fmestsurflngspots,Crossßeach,andagainst llMffif ffliM I PartaasiUa's attitude to^chrtdren: they are

a stunning tarkdrupoftheMweelrva and 12 IllffliiiMffilnltnEEM perceived as guests ofthe ifutureand are. enTmHrntamrangU, Delphi offersa ra,,g, BiiMWIIIIHiEfIWMW to accordingly vnth special menus,
ofchaUengingadvertureactrvitiestotireout HiliiinM^ 1 TTt^'C'^LI
the tykes wUe the grown-upscan indulge IMMIIMIiM I dn " ™ S and SU

'^
S a ' *!i W b .f rlTuIhelsr-lves with, sx.ellentfolxl and „in,l liiMll JiiiP two-bedroom courfyart lodges just offthe

down in the superb spa, winner ofthe 2009 IiMWMM^ "™" bu,ldl
"« and th f,.?f T °, S?"

/rterira&rlT Factor Spa Award. lMWrfflMMffl| bedr^m v.ll^ are partK^arly sutted „
"""."* IIWfIWHiWiIWrWMM famihes.The latter have their own kitchen if
llifillM Onenight B&Bwith half-day HllllliliilMlB^^ you'd prefer the self-catering option
activities (from ageseight up) fortwo adults jj^WI^WlrBOT^^ although you'll still hflveaccess to the hotel
and two kids in a family room (double bed and mmi|||j|a|E|^||^ facilitiesand all ofthe on-site activities,
bunk beds) from€199 per room, or upgrade to imfWl.™. •_>.. turn j^
a luxury family suite from€299. Delphi is also EBBS Three nights B&Bandtwo evenmg
offering fun kids' activities (four-seven years' the SeaSpa, which has mff m f f^f y T?,T T? f , .
i jVj ■„,»f i«. j„„ f„- cc. r«, r ...dra, r rmlf „ I """"J" 1' ""■"' ""= a <juit and €136per child under 12. Includedold) during the day tor €5 per session (hall- 11 treatment rooms as i.,uu„ih»im,.,ji_,i._j

day)whichwiltocludenshingandbuttertiy well as a seawater
is children s tea time and two hours of

catehing,withfreekids'entertainmentfrom mooi mr pn SypSbfosauna, ™Po™sed play each evenmgwith access to

7pm to 10pm for ages four-15including DVDs ™$™. t " UU mmmmm^ mmm^m—mm Lweedtahs, pebble the swinumy pool, an activity pack and_ and'nighTune'walksthroughtheforest. WEXFORD WBBw'BBBS^ wa^way, ice fountain S^^^^ST—
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A trlitterine east-coast ■aaMStyeffifSorSiaSalSa^LlSris^^- and mud room. If
at ,mmar

Tel: 095 42208; www.delphimountalnresort.com je^el, Kell/s has been BEJBEEp''*"'^^ _ you're a golfer, Kelly's summer.

, family-run forfour BEEP"^ is an exceptionally Tel: 064 667 5600; www.narknasillahotel.le
"^» »fcjin»— aaa,, Jly" " generations, and it JflP""** good choice with
n^n^«^nnnnWjnLj>aS'- -^tnnlK'l d : shows. Its live miles of — >• several championship I^BBBnßnnnnWnnnnßaia^™^— i

sandy beaches is a golf courses within nEflflflflflflflflflflEß I■I a^HH^B_MJ definitelure but Kelly's _ '' ' 1 minutes' drive ofthe B^B^B^BEBEEB IW.-..1 likes to say that no H^H^Blnfl^H^HnnnnnnnnnV Idiiti, ■WflnnTt> p 7flßnflfli matter what the weather, there's always Kelly's is offering a special mid-week
lift WtNnV^ something to do. The resort has established ratt.-during April May ufcl'l per adult fenEn^Hnn^nnwE/i ''EaaEaßJ||k <^P inWrßnnEflnEJnnl itselfby offering leisure activities a cut above sharing, which is fullboard plus 15% service flnEflnExa^9afe*K<£^l.EßfliMHnmV^j^uHHBIR I the average: throughout the yearthere are charge. Kids under four are charged €25, nHnnnnflMl nEnanVf^aEjaEJiBB^^IE^aEMMHw' I I gardening talks with Dermot O'Neillfor under 10 €81and under 14 €91full board per BnnEB¥saE^TtB?^^S-"jLfIJaK^ "•^^'^WW^^^^JL t example.orfreegolfclinicswithapro.Family night. Bear in mind Kelly's only sells six- or nnnnnHEsP^as K^ *Sll

I facilitiesinclude a supervised playroom, a seven-day holidays during the summer nflfl^BnnlnnnßnnaßUfeiMi^Erf
gamesroom and a new pirate ship outdoor months and it's almost always booked out nEaEaSEEnfIBEHnna^BEJVI play area. There's also a special children's tea then. Eaw^nE^fMnEra^aranna^alw^^B^lat 5.30pm with entertainment afterwards. ~~ 'fl^^nnnßnnnnnEaEa^rainaßnlnnnnlnTannwn»iaßnaM|^»»»^ajaj~j Adults should deflnite| v aya ji 0 f d own time in Tel: 053 9132E4; www.kellys.ie
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