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truggling to think of a place to go -
that will keep everyone busy during
the holidays? Sandra 0'Connell

has a few suggestions for hotel
breaks that take in everything from
horse-riding and surfing to ‘Glee’

Sneem, Co Kerry,

mets, 5o you can cycle some or
all of its seven mapped routes. If

their little legs are up to it, pedal
14km

over to Caherdaniel,

capture it. The Trident Hotel is
smack in the middle of all of
this, with a waterfront location.

Watery fun in Waterville
Tire out older kids with a

three-day adventure at the
. Butler Arms Hotel in Co Kerry.

On the Saturday and Sunday
you also get two days’ adventure

3 s a chance | la
their Glee heroes, Kerry style.
On hand throughout is Fiona

, Crowley, who runs the local

per person sharing over Easter,
with children's B&B free. You'll
also get, subject to availability, a
free upgrade to a junior suite
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| per parent
games Toom pool table,

| hockey, ;nkebox and arcade

l gamis;dn kids™-club room with

older kids. check out its surf
packages, which start at
€109pps

hotelsligo.
Easter famlly breaks from
€139pps for two nights' B&B
. and one evening meal. Children
share with parents free for B&B

Culture and castles
Markree Castle, also in
Co Sligo, has a cultural-
heritage package that’s much
more child Enendly than it
sounds. For a start, it takes in

dancers you'll ever see. It also
includes entry to Arigna Mining

Experience, where former min-_

ers take groups down into the
bowels of the earth to see the
‘conditions the miners and their
predecessors worked under. It
does the kids no harm to see the
seams, some barely 50cm high,
where workers chipped away
for hours on end. And they get
to press the dynamite box, Wile
E Coyote-style.

mmalmsm&hmk)nnur-
Redhills Centre,

by

and it will set you back €130 on
the same basis. Kids can get a
choice of lesson or hack for €25.
M Errigal Country House Hotel,
Cootehill, Co Cavan, 049-
5556901, errigalhotel.com. Two
nights’ B&B and one dinner costs
€105pps midweek, with kids
sharing free of charge

Renvyle retreat Renvyle
House, in Connemara,
Georgina Campbell’s fami-
Iy-friendly hotel of the year, has
treasure hunts, entertainment

‘ The 5-star
Killarney
Park Hotel is
giving youngsters
a chance to
emulate their
‘Glee’ heroes. On
hand throughout
is Fiona Crowley,
who runs the local
stage school.
Expect singing,
dancing and
improv workshops

andsmemstdﬂmbyda!

rylel]ingalnight.l"orgrm
ups there are yoga classes, fly-
fishing introductions and
morning guided walks, as well
as classes in basic massage. The

| B0-hectare estate includes a

hand so that parents can get a
bite to eat in peace later.

B Renvyle House Hotel,
Renvyle, Co Galway, 095-43511,
renvyle.com. This week E
subject to availability, a four-
night B&B plus three-dinner
package costs €365 per person,
with family rates available

Well behaved in Sligo
Finally, it is a fact well
known to parents and
hoteliers both that children and
antiques do not mix. Indeed,
nothing is likely to terrify par-
ents more than finding them-
selves checking out — or worse,
chucked out - with the price of a
cracked Ming vase or two swell-
ing the bill. That said, beautiful
Coopershill House, set in 200
hectares of Sligo woodland, and
with precious artefacts on the
walls, is offering an Easter fami-
ly package, including three
nights’ B&B, two dinners and
two picnics. To show just how
child friendly it is, children
under 13 sharing are free, and
there are handmade chocolate
bunnies for all. Conscious of the
havoc chocolatey fingers can
make on four-poster canopies, I
rang Simon O'Hara, the seventh
generation of the family to re-
side here, to double-check. “Of
course children are welcome,”
he said. “Well-behaved chil-
dren.” You have been warned.
M Coopershill House, Rivers-
town, Co' Sligo, 071-9165108,
ilLcom. Packages start

at €348 per person sharing
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